
 Te HUataki - True or False
Are these statements true or false?

1. Te Huataki was a Ngāi Tahu chief living in Wairarapa, 
Te Whanganui-a-Tara. 
 

2. Te Huataki is the grandson of Tūhaitara. 

3. Tiotio’s daughters were Māhakinui and Rākaitekura.  
They were also Te Huataki’s wives. 

4. Te Huataki was out fishing when he decided to row out 
to Te Moana o Raukawakawa. 
 

5. It was the gust of wind alone that transported  
Te Huataki’s waka to Te Waipounamu. 

6. The people of Rangitāne welcomed Te Huataki  
to Kahurangi. 
 

7. The people of Rangitāne gave Te Huataki a wife, a place 
to live and a dog. 
 

8. Te Huataki missed Whātaitai so much, he decided to row 
back to Te Whanganui-a-Tara. 
 

9. Te Huataki wasn’t sure his return home would be well 
recieved as he was seen by some as a deserter.  
 

10. Tiotio’s wife, Tūraumoa did a karanga to welcome  
Te Huataki and the others back home.

True False



True False

11. Tiotio and his wife quickly fed Te Huataki and his group. 
This gesture meant that Te Huataki was now safe and 
under the protection of Tiotio. 

12. Te Rākaitauheke’s wives, Rokopare and Tahupare, were 
not impressed with the way Te Huataki had left. 
 

13. In the morning, Te Huataki met with a host of chiefs.  
They were happy to see him. 
 

14. Te Huataki told Tiotio that the mountain on the other side 
of Te Moana o Raukawakawa was Tapuwae o Uenuku 
and that tītī and weka could be gathered there.  

15. There were lots of kāka, tūī, tuna, ika and many types of 
duck in Te Waipounamu. 
 

16. Kererū grew so big that they couldn’t fly away and you 
could easily catch them on the ground. 

17. The leaves of the tikumu were sought after for making 
kākahu and were used to make rain capes. 

18. Ngāti Kurī were thinking about moving somewhere else 
as they were under pressure from Ngāti Porou. 

19. Tiotio asked Te Rākaitauheke how he could cross to that 
amazing place. Te Rākaitauheke replied by saying,  
“Nā, he ara mōu. Ko tōku tuarā “. 

20. Te Huataki’s marriage to Tiotio’s daughters ensured  
his safety and allowed Tiotio to lay claim to land in  
Te Waipounamu.
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