
Te HUataki - Board Game

What you will need:
• 2 or 3 players, as individuals or in small groups
• An object to represent your waka (a counter or small rock)
• A reader: someone to read the pātai/questions
• The game board and question cards
 

Aim:
First player/s to arrive on land wins 
 

How to play:
1. Play individually or in small groups.
2. Objective: Get your waka from one shore to the other  

(choose to start at Te Whanganui-a-Tara or Te Waipounamu).
3. The Reader reads a card aloud to the teams.
4. The first team to answer correctly moves forward one space.
5. Incorrect answers move that team back one space.
6. Beware of changing winds! If the wind changes, the player/s that  

answer the next question correctly can choose another waka to send 
back to shore.

Adaptions:
What ways can you adapt or change this game?  
You decide, add or change rules. Karawhiua.



Te Moana o Raukawakawa

Te W
hanganui-a-Tara

Te
 W

ai
po

un
am

u



Q: Who said this?
“Nā he ara mōu. Ko tōku tuarā.” 

A: Te Huataki

Q: Who did Tūraumoa tell that  
Te Huataki had returned? 

A: Te Rākaitauheke

Q: Te Huataki’s wives are Rākaitekura 
and who else? 

A: Māhakinui

Q: Complete this proverb:                                            
E kore a muri e ______

A: hokia

Q: Complete this proverb:                                        
Mate kāinga tahi,  ______  

kāinga rua. 

A: ora

Q: What caused Te Huataki to get out 
across the Raukawakawa ocean? 

A: te hau/wind,  
huarere/weather

Q: Tūraumoa is Tiotio’s wife.  
True or false? 

A: True

Q: Tiotio is Te Huataki’s uncle. 
True or false? 

A: False

Q: What was the kai in the pōhā?

A: kākā



Q: What is the pākē woven out of? 

A: tikumu

Q: Who are Te Rākaitauheke’s wives? 
Tahupare and _____? 

A: Rokopare

Q: Name one place  
where Te Huataki lived. 

A: Whātaitai, Te Waipounamu, 
Kahurangi, Te Whanganui-a-Tara

Q: Te Huataki is Tūhaitara’s grandson. 
True or false? 

A: True

Q: What happened once Tiotio fed  
Te Huataki? He was…. 

A: harikoa/happy, haumaru/safe, 
hūmārie/humbled

Q: What is a Māori word for clothing?

A: kākahu/weruweru 

Q: What was the name of the 
maunga/mountain beyond the 

ocean of Raukawakawa? 

A: Tapuwae o Uenuku

Q: Rangitāne gave Te Huataki land 
and what else?

A: He wahine/a wife

Q: Te Huataki spoke of how easy it 
was to catch kererū. They fell from the 

trees because they were…

A: momona/fat



Q: What could Tiotio get because  
of the union between Te Huataki  

and his daughters?

A: whaimana/claim to land

Q: Which sea did Te Huataki cross?

A: Raukawakawa

Q: Where was the amazing place  
Te Huataki spoke of?

A: Te Waipounamu (Kahurangi)

Q: What was Te Huataki doing when 
the wind blew them across the sea? 

A: hī ika/fishing

Q: What was Te Huataki concerned 
about from his iwi when he left them?

A: riri/anger

Q: Where is Whātaitai? 

A: Te Whanganui-a-Tara 
/Wellington

Q: Tūraumoa went to do something 
but Tiotio stopped her. What was it 

she was going to do? 

A: karanga/call of welcome

Q: What is a Māori word for  
elderly man? 

 
A: koroua, koro, pōua

Q: What do the kupu hoki and 
waihape mean?

A: return/go back



Q: What did the chiefs do at  
Tiotio’s whare?

A: hui/meeting 

Q: The maunga, Tapuwae o Uenuku 
was swarming with what birds?

A: tītī/weka

Q: Ngāti Kurī  was under pressure 
from Ngāti Kahungunu and it was 

timely to seek out a new what?

A: kāinga/home

Q: The leaves of the tikumu were 
sought after and were used for what?

A: whatu/weave,
clothing and rain capes

Q: Name three types of kai  
Te Huataki spoke of. 

A: kākā, tūī, rakiraki, tuna, inanga,  
ika, kererū, tītī, weka

Q: Which iwi is Te Huataki from?

A: Ngāi Tahu

Q: Tiotio is a tohunga/expert.  
True or false? 

A: True

Q: What is the kupu māori for 
unfortunate?

A: wairuatoa

Q: What is the kupu māori for  
cross over?

A: whakawhiti



Q: What is the meaning of the word 
whaimomoka? It is what Te Huataki 

did when he arrived back at his home 
after being away for so long.

A: Sneak up/creep 

Q: What does a pākē do?

A: Rain cape, hei ārai i te ua, 
protects from the rain

Q: Who is the god of wind?

Tāwhirimātea

Q: Te Huataki explained the food in  
Te Waipounamu and  
the _____ places? 

A: amazing

Be alert! The wind has changed.  

The next team to answer a question 
correctly gets to choose another 

waka to send back to shore.

Q: Complete this proverb: Nā he ara 
mōu. Ko tōku ______. 

A: tuarā

Q: What does ngākau rorotu mean? 
Do you think it’s a positive  

or negative outlook?

A: A positive outlook. 

Be alert! The wind has changed.  

The next team to answer a question 
correctly gets to choose another 

waka to send back to shore. 

Be alert! The wind has changed.  

The next team to answer a question 
correctly gets to choose another 

waka to send back to shore.


